ISSUE BRIEF

DETROIT DECIDES: VIEWS ON THE CITY, PRIORITIES
FOR THE NEXT MAYOR, AND INTENTIONS TO VOTE

OCTOBER 2025
BY JEFFREY MORENOFF AND CELIA FAN

DETROIT METRO AREA
COMMUNITIES STUDY



1 | October 2025

OVERVIEW

This report draws on data from the Detroit Metro Area
Communities Study (DMACS) at the University of
Michigan, collected between August 6 and October 1, 2025,
from a representative sample of 2,158 Detroit residents. In
arecent report, we explored the challenges that Detroiters
are facing. In this report we home in on how residents view
the city’s direction, what issues they want the next mayor
to prioritize, and who is most likely to vote in Detroit’s local
election on November 4, 2025.

INTRODUCTION

As Detroiters prepare to elect their first new mayor in
more than a decade, DMACS asked residents about their
views of the city’s trajectory, their priorities for the next
administration, and their intentions to vote. This research
brief shows how Detroiters perceive the direction in which
the city is heading as the election approaches and how
these views differ across demographic subgroups and
geographic areas of the city. We also consider the policy
issues that Detroiters consider to be of highest priority for
the next mayor. Next, we examine how likely Detroiters are
to vote in the upcoming election and how the likelihood of
voting differs across demographic subgroups.
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Finally, we present new insights into how voter turnout may be
linked to whether residents feel optimistic about the direction
in which the city is heading. These insights offer a powerful
lens into some of the hopes and concerns shaping this historic
election.

IS DETROIT HEADED IN THE
RIGHT DIRECTION?

Overall, 56% of Detroiters believed the city is generally headed
in the right direction, compared to 13% who said the city is
generally on the wrong track, and 31% who are not sure about
the city’s direction.

+  Among residents who said the city is headed in the
right direction, common reasons for the sentiment
echoed themes of economic investments in the city and
improvement to neighborhoods, public safety, and city
services. Here are some illustrative explanations for why
the city is headed in the right direction:

- "Abandoned buildings and homes are being torn
down. Some of the homes are being fixed up. Also, the
downtown area is thriving with lots of people on the
weekend.”

- "A lot of improvements in public spaces, resources are
available for residents and businesses established and
emerging entrepreneurs.”

- “Detroit has worked its way through bankruptcy and
continues to invest in small business and revitalization.

”

- “Basic services are consistently provided for residents,
neighborhoods are being supported, people want to visit
and live in (D)etroit.”

- “Crime is down. Housing is improving. Business
returning to the city.”

- “A mejorando en la vista de algunas dreas (The view of
some areas is improving).”

- “Thave seen many improvements in neighborhoods.
Houses that were abandoned are either being torn down
or fixed up in many parts of the city. Vacant lots are being
bought for the communities to either use as gardens or a
park for children. I believe that..Detroit [is] heading back
in the right direction.”

+  Among residents who responded that Detroit is headed
on the wrong track, common reasons pertained to
the prioritization of investments downtown over
neighborhoods, the rising cost of living, deteriorating
roads, and concerns about crime and safety. Here are some


https://detroitsurvey.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/DMACS-top-household-challenges-sep-2025-mayoral-election-final.pdf
https://detroitsurvey.umich.edu/findings/
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illustrative explanations for why the city is headed on the
wrong track.

- “Resources are being provided mostly to the downtown
areas with minimal improvement to city services and the
neighborhoods.”

- “City government prioritizes businesses and not people,
and gentrification is hurting the neighbors I grew up
with.”

- “Crime is high, car and home owner insurance is high,
cost of food is high, etc.”

- “Far too much priority is given to the rich and not enough
[to] people who really need help. We do not need murals.
We need homeless shelters and affordable housing. We
need affordable utilities.”

- “Rent prices keep going up and no one wants to address
the problem. Housing cost[s] are rising and people who
don't live in the state are buying and just doing enough to
get a certificate of occupancy.”

- “There’s still issues in the city. Crime is still bad. Roads
are still awful.”

OLDER, WHITE, MALE, MORE EDUCATED, AND HIGHER-INCOME
DETROITERS ARE MORE OPTIMISTIC ABOUT CITY’S DIRECTION.

We found relatively large differences across demographic
groups in Detroiters’ sentiments on whether the city is headed
in the right direction or on the wrong track.

Men (65%) were more likely than women (48%) to say Detroit
is generally headed in the right direction.

White residents (70%) were more likely than Black (54%) or
Latino residents (53%) to say the city is headed in the right
direction.

+ Older Detroiters were more likely than younger residents to
view the city as heading in the right direction, with 63% of
Detroiters aged 65 or more reporting that the City is heading

in the right direction compared to 50% of Detroiters aged 34
or less.

Detroiters with higher levels of education and income
were also more likely to say the city is headed in the right
direction.

- 72% of Detroiters with a bachelor’s degree or higher view
the city as heading in the right direction, compared to
47% of those with a high school degree or less.

- 79% of Detroiters with household incomes of $100,000
or more view the city as heading in the right direction,
compared to only 35% of those with household incomes
less than $10,000.



3 | October 2025

Figure 1: Detroiters’ views on the city’s future breakdown by demographic groups
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OPTIMISM ABOUT DETROIT’S DIRECTION IS HIGHEST DOWNTOWN
AND SOUTHWEST, LOWEST ON EAST SIDE

Views of the city’s direction vary sharply across city council
districts. Optimism is highest in Downtown, Midtown, and
Southwest Detroit (Districts 5 and 6) and lowest on the East
Side (Districts 3 and 4).

65% of residents in District 5 (Downtown and Midtown) and
61% in District 6 (Southwest) view the city as headed in the
right direction.

+ Less than half of residents in East Side District 3 (48%)
and District 4 (49%) view the city as heading in the right
direction.

Residents on the Northwest Side of Detroit fall in between

these two ends of the spectrum, with just over half (55%) of
residents in Districts 1, 2, and 7 viewing the city as headed
in the right direction.
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Figure 2: Detroiters’ views on the city’s future breakdown by City Council District
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DETROITERS RANK EDUCATION, CRIME AND SAFETY, AFFORDABLE
HOUSING, AND JOBS AS HIGHEST PRIORITIES FOR NEXT MAYOR

+ Over 81in 10 Detroiters view the quality of K-12 schools (81%) + K-12 schools are a higher priority for Black and Latino
and crime and safety (80%) as high priority issues for the residents but a lower priority for residents with low incomes
next mayor.! (under $10,000).

Over three-quarters of Detroiters also view affordable
housing (77%) and access to high quality jobs (75%) as high
priority issues.

- 83% of Black residents and 81% of Latino residents rated
K-12 schools as a high priority compared to only 76% of
White residents.

Over 60% of Detroiters view the condition of roads, bridges,

and other infrastructure (65%), bringing more businesses

and investments to the city (64%), and public transportation

(61%) as high priorities for the next mayor.

- Detroiters with household incomes between $50,000
and $99,999 were most likely to rate schools as a high
priority (85%), followed by people with incomes between
$10,000 and $49,999 (83%) and those with incomes of at

+  Roughly one-third (34%) of residents view the size of least $100,000 (82%). Detroiters with incomes of less than
Detroit's population as a priority issue for the next mayor. $10,000 were least likely to rate schools as a high priority
(71%).

We also found differences across demographic subgroups in
the way Detroiters prioritized some of these policy issues.
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Figure 3: Issues rated as “a high priority” by Detroiters
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+ Crime and safety is a higher priority for Black residents,
women, older Detroiters, those with higher levels of
education, and Detroiters with incomes between $10,000
and $99,999.

- 84% of Black residents rated crime and safety as a high
priority compared to 72% Latino residents and 61% of
White residents.

- 85% of women in Detroit rated crime and safety as a high
priority compared to 73% of men.

- 90% of Detroiters aged 65 and over and 89% of those
aged 55 to 64 rated crime and safety as a high priority,
compared to 77% of those aged 35 to 54 and 69% of those
aged 18 to 34.

- 87% of Detroiters with at least a bachelor’s degree and 84%
of those who attended college but did not get a bachelor’s
degree rated crime and safety as a high priority compared
to only 79% with a high school degree or lower.

- Detroiters with household incomes between $10,000
and $49,999 were most likely to rate crime and safety
as a high priority (85%), followed by those with incomes
between $50,000 and $99,999 (81%). Crime and safety is
less of a high priority among people with incomes of
$100,000 or more (67%) and those with incomes of less
than $10,000 (72%).
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Affordable housing is a higher priority for Black residents,
women, older residents, and those with low to middle
incomes.

- 81% of Black residents rated affordable as a high priority
compared to 71% of Latino residents and 62% of White
residents.

- 81% of women in Detroit rated affordable housing as a
high priority compared to 73% of men.

- Detroiters between the ages of 55 and 64 were most
likely to rate affordable housing as a high priority (85%),
followed by those aged 65 and over (82%). Affordable
housing was less of a priority for Detroiters between the
ages of 35 and 54 (72%) and those between the ages of
18-34 (76%).

- Detroiters with household incomes between $10,000 and
$49,999 were most likely to rate affordable housing as
a high priority (82%), followed by those with incomes
between $50,000 and $99,999 (77%) and those with
incomes of less than $10,000 (74%). Affordable housing
is less of a high priority among people with incomes of
$100,000 or more (66%).
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Access to high quality jobs is a higher priority for Black
residents, women, and Detroiters with incomes between
$10,000 and $49,999.

- 79% of Black residents rated access to high quality jobs as

a high priority compared to 67% of Latino residents and
53% of White residents.

- 77% of women in Detroit rated access to high quality jobs
as a high priority compared to 71% of men.

- 78% of Detroiters with household incomes between
$10,000 and $49,999 and those with incomes between
$50,000 and $99,999 rated access to high quality jobs as a
high priority (82%). Jobs are less of a high priority among
people with incomes of $100,000 or more (64%) and those
with incomes of less than $10,000 (69%).

OLDER, MORE EDUCATED, AND HIGHER-INCOME DETROITERS ARE

MOST LIKELY TO VOTE

Overall, 61% of Detroiters said they “definitely will vote” in
the local election this November, while 25% reported they
probably will vote, and 14% said they either probably or
definitely will not vote.

- Voting intentions in 2025 closely mirror those reported
in a DMACS survey conducted during the summer of
2024, when roughly 6 in 10 Detroiters said they would
“definitely” vote in the 2024 Presidential election.

Older Detroiters expressed much more certainty about
voting in the upcoming election than younger voters. For
example, 82% of Detroiters aged 65 and over reported that

they definitely will vote compared to only 39% of Detroiters

under age 35.

Detroiters with higher levels of education and income are

also more likely to report that they will definitely vote in the

November election.

- 80% of Detroiters with a bachelor’s degree or higher
reported that they will definitely vote, compared to only
48% of those whose highest level of education is high
school or less.

- 78% of Detroiters with household incomes of at least
$100,000 said that they will definitely vote in the
upcoming election, compared to 37% of those with
incomes of less than $10,000.

There is no statistically significant difference between the
percentage of men (59%) and women (62%) who said they
would vote in the upcoming election.

There is also not a significant difference between the
percentage of Black Detroiters (65%) and White Detroiters
(64%) who said they will definitely vote in November , but
Latino Detroiters expressed far less certainty about voting,
with only 27% indicating they will definitely vote.


https://detroitsurvey.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/A-CHANGING-ELECTORATE-IN-DETROIT_-THE-EFFECTS-OF-THE-SHIFT-FROM-BIDEN-TO-HARRIS-ON-DETROITERS-VOTING-INTENTIONS.pdf
https://detroitsurvey.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/A-CHANGING-ELECTORATE-IN-DETROIT_-THE-EFFECTS-OF-THE-SHIFT-FROM-BIDEN-TO-HARRIS-ON-DETROITERS-VOTING-INTENTIONS.pdf
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Figure 4: Detroiters’ voting intentions breakdown by demographic groups
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OPTIMISM ABOUT DETROIT LINKED TO HIGHER LIKELIHOOD OF
VOTING

Detroiters’ likelihood of voting closely tracks with their views
of the city’s direction.

- 70% of Detroiters who view the city as headed in the
right direction reported they will definitely vote in the
November election, compared to only 41% of those who
believe the city is on the wrong track, and 52% of those
who are not sure about the city's direction.
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Figure 5: Detroiters’ views on the city’s future breakdown by voting intentions
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ENDNOTES

1 This is consistent with DMACS findings from a 2022 survey, where 77% and 73% of Detroit residents identified K-12 schools and crime as a
high priority, respectively. In another recent report, based on data collected during the winter of 2025, we found that only 12.5% of Detroit
households identified the quality of K-12 schools as one of the top three major challenges facing their household. In the current report, we are
finding that a much larger share of Detroiters view K-12 schools as a priority for the next mayor. One way to reconcile the results is that they
reflect the difference between issues that Detroit residents perceive as household challenges (as asked about on our survey from the winter
of 2025) vs. priorities for the next mayor (as asked about on our most recent survey, conducted during the summer of 2025). It is important to
note that only 27% of households in Detroit have children under the age of 18 (according to the 2023 one-year American Community Survey),

so it is understandable that the quality of K-12 education does not rate as a major challenge to many Detroiters, while more Detroiters view
education as a high priority for the next mayor.



https://detroitsurvey.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/DMACS-Priorities-Policy-Brief-11-22.pdf
https://detroitsurvey.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/DMACS-top-household-challenges-sep-2025-mayoral-election-final.pdf
https://www.socialexplorer.com/tables/ACS2023/R50021392
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